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Dear Parent,

Thank you for considering the opportunity to send your son or daughter on a Passages’ Leadership
Development trip with my company, Ascend International. | have four children of my own so |
understand the concerns you may have in sending your son or daughter on such a trip. | want you to
know, first and foremost, that | will care for your son or daughter the way | would my own. Because of
that, | will assure the following:

e We will do our best to have your son or daughter travel with others both to and from China. It is
never our intent to have someone travel internationally, alone. If it seems we have to do this, we
will inform the student and make sure we are doing our best to minimize any risk involved. Of
course, we will consult with you, as parent, as well.

® Oncein the USA, we will place them with a host family. The host family is carefully selected by my
company. These are loving and gracious families, who want to meet, interact, care and build a
friendship with your child. You will have opportunity to be introduced before your son or
daughter leaves China.

e Supervision. Your child will not be allowed to deviate from the group unless we are in a shopping
area or such where the space is contained. | coach students on safety and expect all students to
comply with instructions in these regards. When not with the group, your child will be under the
careful supervision of the host family. They too will care for your son or daughter as | would.

e Medical Insurance. Al purchases a short term medical insurance policy that can be used should
your son or daughter need to visit a doctor while in the USA. As you know, the USA has some of
the best medical care available in the world. We are confident should your child need medical
care while on the trip, he/she will have some of the best available anywhere.

e Travel. As you are aware, part of the summer will be spent visiting companies in other cities and
touring Washington, DC. In these places we will travel as a group and stay in hotels. Again, my
company will provide excellent supervision and team members will not be allowed to go out
alone.

e Communication and staying in touch. Virtually every home and public place in the USA has wifi.
You can easily reach your son/daughter most any time you wish while they are in the USA. You
can also see their daily life as we will post photos of our activities each day on our WEChat group:
Al-USA. Please join it!



Of course, any time you travel there is risk. No one can assure 100% safety in the USA or China, but |
believe we have done all we can to minimize risk. We have never had an incident endangering a student in
my six years of running these programes.

If you are like me, as a parent, you also want to know any potential risk, even small, also provides
opportunity that may help my child for his/her future. Passages really can and will help your son or
daughter in their future. We really do equip them with the skills, relationships and training that will
prepare them to be good leaders, employees, citizens, spouses and parents.

If you would like to talk to any past participants or even Chinese students | know who live here in the USA
about me, my company or safety, please let me know. | can arrange this.

| will close with a note from Shuang Liang, a former participant in our program. | hope you will find her
words both comforting and inspiring to you as you consider this decision:
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Sincerely,
Guy Armstrong

Founder and President



